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Louisiana Hospitality Foundation Aids Restaurant Burn 
Victims with $5,000 Grant 

 
(New Orleans) The Louisiana Hospitality Foundation (LHF) has donated 
$5,000 to James Koonce and his 4-year-old daughter, Katharine, who were 
injured in a fire at Brennan’s Restaurant of Houston during Hurricane Ike. 
The check was presented at a fundraiser held on Monday, November 3, at 
Commander’s Palace.  

 
“As Louisiana restaurant owners, we understand the impact and 
devastation that hurricanes have on our industry and our workers,” said 
Tommy Cvitanovich, LHF board member and owner of Drago’s Seafood 
Restaurant.  “We’re pleased to help others overcome the effects of 
Hurricane Ike.  We wish the Koonce family a speedy recovery.” 

 
With the $5,000 donation to the Koonce family, the LHF continues to help 
those in need. The foundation provided kitchen equipment to legendary 
restaurateur Leah Chase helping her reopen Dooky Chase Restaurant 
following Hurricane Katrina.  Recently, members of the foundation served 
over 1,000 meals to victims of Hurricane Gustav in Montegut and 
Napoleonville, LA.   

 
To make a donation to the Koonce Fund, visit www.brennanshouston.com. 

 
The Louisiana Hospitality Foundation, founded in 2006, is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to offer greater access to culinary education 
and arts, while providing support for the health and social welfare of 
children across the state.  The LHF executes this through community 
outreach, children’s education, hospitality industry financial assistance and 
benevolence.  For more information, visit 
www.louisianahospitalityfoundation.org. 
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